embraces an account of three pregnancies and their consequent labours.
Mrs. A , aet. 30, of nervous temperament, good figure, ordinary size, healthy appearance, and the mother of two stout and healthy children, aged respectively five and three years, first became my patient on the 4th of April, 1851. I found her in bed, it being a late hour in the evening when I first saw her, but she had hitherto performed her usual domestic duties, and was moving about during the whole day. She had enjoyed perfect health till within a few days of the above date, when, without any assignable cause, she experienced a slight attack of uterine haemorrhage, accompanied by dull pain in the lower part of the back and belly. She believed herself to be entering on the fourth month of her third pregnancy, as she had ceased to menstruate since the end of the previous year. The flooding, chiefly fluid, but partly in small coagula, had been as yet inconsiderable, but pretty constant, especially when in the erect posture; her pulse was full, soft, and about 90; the other organic functions normal. On examination per vaginam, I detected nothing whatever abnormal in the condition of the os and cervix uteri, or other parts reached by the finger, while a careful manipulation through the abdominal parietes, likewise failed to discover any morbid alteration in the body of the uterus, its appendages, or parts adjacent. The tumour of the gravid uterus was felt rising from the pelvis, but presented no feature uncommon to the organ at that period of utero-gestation. In short, I could not arrive at any certain or satisfactory diagnosis of the case; but, in the absence of positive evidence, referring it to any other cause or to any condition whatever, I could not help at the moment fearing the existence of partial separation of the placenta, however produced, and the probability of the case speedily ending in abortion; although, at the same time, the pains had little or nothing characteristic of those attendant upon labour. As she was in a state of great trepidation and alarm, 1 prescribed an anodyne draught, and enjoined the recumbent posture, mild, unstimulating diet, and careful regulation of the bowels.
From this time till the 9th, she continued almost free from the pain and flooding ; but now, from her resumption of the erect posture, and discharge of house and family work, both these symptoms were greatly aggravated. The same medicine was again prescribed, and she was ordered to adhere strictly to the same regi- 
